Ye Olde Laundry List

of Stuff that has Happened Since the Last Council Report
Greg Scheer, minister of worship
April 21, 2008

Before | put the finishing touches on this council report, | spent an hour outside the apartment with Simon and Theo. COS

members Felicite, Bertrand, Prince and Billy were outside, too, so I took the opportunity to rehearse a song that I'm
planning to sing with them on Pentecost. It was a special moment, sitting with Felicite on the bench outside my apartment,

singing a song from Rwanda. She doesn’t speak much English, but we communicate just fine when we start singing.

Periodically she’d stop me to correct my Kinyarwanda pronunciation, or we’d be interrupted by our Korean neighbors

needing their guitar tuned or Latino neighbors needing their tires pumped. It was like a little taste of Pentecost.

Communion: with a lower case “c” Very little of my time is spent on the process. So | ' m
I think | mentioned at the last council meeting that the mulling over ways | can focus more on the people who

choir recorded three songs takepartinworstdp ar® Bt COSFathar thak jusefacugingn e

B o r htth://néw.gbgm- on what they produce. Community building events like
umc.org/resources/globalpraise/music/index.cfm?i=1888 the choir party at GRBC are a start, but what other ways

3). With the money the choir was paid we threw could I help foster commun
ourselves a party at Grand Rapids Brewing Company. It Ellen VVander Mey and I talked about having receptions

was good to be together without any agenda other than to celebrate new exhibits in the ARTery. (Big shout out

enjoying each other. to Ginny Wierenga for her work on that.) What about

having recitals by those at the church who are taking

Texas: everything’s bigger lessons? Informal outings to support those in the church

A few weeks ago | attended the Transforming Culture who have concerts, art openings, and plays in the
symposium in Austin. I gaveomaunity?al kK on “ Wor ship

Pl anning in an Eclectic Culture” and caught up with ¢
friends at the event and in Austin. The symposium got COS: A Big Hit in Scotland

me thinking about some things in new ways. You see, Doug Gay, a theologian, teacher and emerging worship

this symposium was less about the arts in worship, and guru visited COS the weekend of the CICW worship

more about the arts in the broader culture. The event symposi um. He says: “Thank:
organizer, David Taylor, is an arts pastor at Hope Chapel experience at the symposium. | have been reading

in Austin. His job includes very little involvement in the through Nick Wolterstoff's guide to worship at COS
week-to-week worship of the church. Instead, his time is which | think is superb and I feel it would be a great

spent ministering to artists. resource to use with my Honours students, simply using

it as a handout for students training for ministry in the
m not goi ng ChurchofnSeoftard. | thinkgCOS iscamimplortant poiater n e w

Don’t worry, |
job description. But | think there is something to learn to a possible future of worship in some/many? of our
here. Most of my time is spent completing a product—a churches.” | think we shou

worship service, a new seaasfirmatiop. art, or a counci l rej


http://new.gbgm-umc.org/resources/globalpraise/music/index.cfm?i=18883
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/resources/globalpraise/music/index.cfm?i=18883
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/resources/globalpraise/music/index.cfm?i=18883

Hospitality: It Starts with You!
A while back the worship committee discussed whether
or not the liturgists should welcome the congregation
before worship starts. (For the record, Jack is for it and
Il " m against it. Thus far
wrestle me for a final decision.) That particular dispute
may never be resolved, but here is something concrete
that emerged from that discussion that the worship
committee thought was important to communicate to the
council: be hospitable! If everyone on council made a
consci effort to

ous greet

people who look confused during worship, and deliver

once with my youth mentoree, and a good time was had

by al/l I f you’'  ve been dr a
together with your mentor e
the dive. I't’s not as scar

h goung’ rb ereenwsu,n Wi 'IMé@ nbge e m vaa rnk i

worship intern Kyle Vander :

promising lad who | hope will be even more promising
for the time he’' s spent wi:
Decaf: The Perfect Recipe for Irritability

gl dirally, @ humooous litdle@nectote ab&unaddistion. h e | |

Today while I was making my afternoon coffee, Ellen

the announcements in a friendly tone, it just might be the pointed to the can of coff
catalyst for a kinder, gentler COS. that?” “Wi th what?” | answi
said. Sure enough, | had been drinking decaf every
The Young’ns: I Have Nothing Witty to Put on This afternoon for a week. Could this be why | was irritable
Side of the Colon and unproductive?...
Judy, Jana, Darwin and | met twice recently to discuss
the book Book, Bath, Table, and Time: Christian On t hat not e, Il " m going to
Worship As Source and Resource for Youth Ministry. |
took it as the leading of the Holy Spirit that we all Your coworker in Christ,
showed up to our second meeting with virtually the same
idea—have the students (and mentors) spend a year
studying, writing and leading worship at COS. A master
plan will be forth c o mi n g . I n the meanti me, Il > ve met Greg Scheer
[ Your ast counci l report]
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