
Worship Services

August 24 8:30 & 11:00AM 6:00PM
Not By Flesh and Blood The Word Is Near You
Matthew 16:13-20 Romans 10:1-13
Ms. Jessica Bratt Rev. Jana Vander Laan

August 31 Rev. Jack Roeda Worship service at Woodlawn CRC (5:00pm)

Intercessory prayers this morningwill be led by John Witvliet at 8:30 and Lisa Van Arragon at 11:00; 
you can meet them in the chapel just before the services with your prayer concerns.  Scripture readers are 
David Van Baak and Jonathan Gigler (8:30), and Andrea and Sarah Vander Molen (11:00).  The liturgist
is Jana Vander Laan at both services.  The presiders are Mark Muller (8:30) and Steve Ten Elshof
(11:00).  

Next Sunday, August 31, there will not be an evening service in our building because of the combined 
evening worship service at 5:00pmat Woodlawn CRC (meeting in the Calvin College Chapel). The 
theme will be “Setting Captives Free: A Worship Service commemorating the 1808 American law which 
prohibited the importation of slaves into the United States”, and Rev. Michael Abma will preach.

We invite members and friends to participate in the worship services by reading Scripture.  You may 
sign up to participate at the welcome counter in the café area.  During Pentecost season, we will have the 
Scripture passage each Sunday read in English and another language.  

You can listen to sermonsfrom our website (www.churchoftheservantcrc.org).  Also, the morning 
sermons are available in cassette tape format.  You can request a tape by filling out the small tape request 
envelope found on the ledges at the double doors to the sanctuary.  Instructions are printed on the 
envelope.  

News of Our Church Family  
The flowers on the memorial table todayare placed there by Cary and Mary Burch in memory of their 
fathers. Mary’s dad, John Ibershof, passed away 15 years ago on August 29; and Cary’s dad, Charles 
Burch, passed away 10 years ago on August 27. We cherish the memories of our dads.

We extend our sympathy to Ruth and Bud Bouma, Amy, Laura, Chris and Brian, in the unexpected 
loss of Ruth’s brother, George Cooper, aged 55, in Maryland on Wednesday, August 20. May God’s 
loving arms be around their family. 

A message from Carolyn McCarthy: “On August 28, Esther and I will move to Wisconsin, where we 
have family and I have a new job. Thank you all for showing God’s love to us. It has been a true blessing 
to be part of the COS community, and a privilege to worship with and to know with so many wonderful 
people.”

The photographs in the wall recess of the sanctuary’s southeast wall are by Mic Altena and offer a 
way of deepening our understanding of the work of the Holy Spirit during this Pentecost liturgical season. 



Parents of Youth, Girls Club students, and Cadets:Please fill out the gold permission/waiver form, 
front and back, you will find in your mailbox for your student(s). Need another one? Look on the back 
ledge under the KIDS HOPE USA bulletin board. Completed forms (front and back) should go in Jan De 
Vos’s mailbox. Children may not attend off campus activities unless we have their forms completed and 
on file here in the church office. These forms must be completed on a yearly basis, so last year’s form is 
no longer valid.

Happening Today
Training meeting for children’s Sunday volunteersat 10am in rooms #4 and #5.

Dunamis participants: video lesson #9 at 10:00 this morning in the youth room. Due to the Labor Day 
holiday on September 1, regular Monday participants will be invited to join in the meeting on 
Tuesday, September 2, from 7:30 -8:45pm.

Meeting with New Folk this morning:  We’d like to visit with people newer to Church of the Servant.  
During the 10:00 hour, or after the second service, come and meet with a friendly church member. Look 
for the specially marked table in the café.

Council News
Council members: Save Saturday, September 6, for the Council retreat...more information will be 
coming.

Offerings from August 17, 2008:

General Fund—$16,733.62; Benevolence—$50.00; Christians for Prisoners—$50.00;

Food Pantry—$100.00

Ways to Be Involved & to Serve
COS families with children under 1 year and women in their 2nd and 3rd trimestersare invited to 
participate in a photography project for Advent. Please contact Katherine McClure for more information.

COS is hiring childcare! We are looking for loving childcare to be provided during our programs this 
fall. We are looking for someone at least 18 years old who is available to provide childcare on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:30pm and/or Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:00am. COS will pay for 
these services. Please contact Janice McWhertor in the COS office (956-7611 ext 22) if you are interested 
in one or both of these jobs.

Come All You People –The liturgical dancers are looking for new people (7 years and older) to join us 
for “Uyai Mose/Come All You People” beginning next Sunday, September 7. Rehearsals will be held 
Wednesday, September 3 at 7 PM and Saturday, September 6 at 9 AM. Any questions, contact Julie 
Yonkers.

SINGERS: Mark your calendars! The COS choir is going to rehearse on second and fourth Wednesdays
at 7pm this Fall. Everyone’s invited. If you need more information, contact Greg (956-7611x26 or 
greg.scheer@coscrc.org).

Land Stewardship Committee meeting –If you are interested in serving our church community by 
helping us to be good stewards of the property outside of our church building, you are most welcome to 
join in the conversation. Members of the Land Stewardship Committee and anyone else interested will 
meet Sunday, Aug 31 at 10 AM – watch next Sunday’s bulletin for a location. We will discuss plans for 
the next year and budget issues. If you simply want to get on the email list for the group, send an email to 
Mark Muyskens at muym@calvin.edu.



KIDS HOPE: Second-grader Jason approached the KIDS HOPE USA Director at his school with the 
same request each time he saw her: “Miss Jane, I need a KIDS HOPE mentor.” Miss Jane always took the 
time to explain that teachers made the decision about which children needed a KIDS HOPE mentor. On a 
Tuesday morning, Jason approached Miss Jane with the same request: “Miss Jane, I need a KIDS HOPE 
mentor.” And she gave him the usual response. Later that same day, Miss Jane spotted Jason waiting just 
outside the principal's office for an unwanted meeting. “I told you I needed a mentor,” he sighed. KIDS 
HOPE USA’s mission is to build caring relationships - one child, one hour, one church, one school. Give 
a child hope. Mentoring can be done at a day or time during the school day that meets your schedule. 
Male mentors are especially needed. Call Jan DeVos or Maureen Stewart.

Meals to Mouths:This school year, the youth groups need meals provided each 3rd Sunday evening 
(that’s only 8 in the whole year!). Families of youth or others, will you consider helping by providing a 
part of or an entire meal? Please let Judy know if and when you can!

The last three Sundays in August (17, 24, 31)are being designated as “Undy” Sundays— where you are 
encouraged to donate new underwear and socks for our Food & Clothing Pantry.  We are especially 
collecting these items for school age children. There will be laundry baskets near the offering bowls to 
receive your donations.  Thank you!

Check your mailbox today for the latest duty roster to see if you have an assignment this next quarter 
(September through November).  Please mark your assignment on your calendar at home, and keep the 
roster for instructions and making changes.  Or, check the church website where the duty roster is posted 
with all the changes that have come into the office. The new roster will be posted on the website as of 
September 1.

Would you like to be a part of a Fiber Arts Guild at COS?Ideas for wall hangings, minister’s stoles, 
communion tablecloths and such are always percolating and we’d like to see them brought to fruition. 
Designers and seamsters are sought. Some of the work can be done at home, some at church, some by an 
individual, some by a group. Please call Ellen Vander Mey.

Do you feel called to be an ESL tutor?  Our ESL program welcomes new tutors for all levels for the 
next teaching season beginning September 2.  Classes meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:00-8:00pm.  
You can teach small groups (normally 2-5 students) for 75 minutes on Tuesdays or Thursdays or on both
T/Th.  Materials are provided.  We have about 60 adult students from 25 different countries!  Please call 
Coni Huisman before August 28.

Have you heard about Dunamis? This 10-week course on the Holy Spirit requires a commitment of 
attending 7-8 of the 10 weeks of 45-minute Sunday videos (offered during the adult-education hour) in 
addition to an hour of small group discussion/prayer time mid-week (either daytime or evening). If 
growing in understanding and experiencing the person and work of the Holy Spirit is something that 
intrigues you, please sign up in the café today (provide a time that you would prefer to meet mid-week), 
or talk to Rev. Naji Umran; consider joining us when we begin again in the fall.

Heads up, parents and friends of young children!Little Lambs, Children’s Worship, and church school 
all begin again on Sept. 7. We are still in need of 14 volunteers for key opportunities for service with our 
COS children. Two needs are in the 8:30 programs, 5 are church school positions, and 7 are in the 
11:00 programs.If you’ve been procrastinating/hesitating/waffling, now would be the time to stop, pick 
up the phone and call Jan, 956-7611, ext. 23. The children of Church of the Servant need YOU.



Youth News  
High School Youth Group:

Sunset Service at the Loeks’ is Sunday, 9/7. Meet at the youth room at 3pm, we’ll drive out to the 
Loeks’ cottage for fellowship, dinner, and a service on the beach at sunset. Bring a bathing suit & towel 
(if you want to swim), a Frisbee or anything else you might want for the afternoon. We’ll be back at
church by 10pm. 

Church School begins September 7 at 10amin the youth room. Come to learn more about how “to 
live” means “to worship.” 

First youth group of the season is Sunday, 9/14, from 6-8pm in the youth room!

Prayer Breakfast at Wolfgang’s:come one, come all, to Wolfgang’s in Eastown on Friday at 6:30am, 
September 5, for a time of fellowship, prayer, and breakfast! Rides to school are available.

Help out at the Mobile Food Pantry on Saturday, 9/13, at the community center in Camelot Woods.
Arrive at 9:30am; we’ll be done by 11am.

Sign up for PAINTBALL on the youth room door. We’ll play on Saturday, 9/20, in Hastings. Meet at 
church at noon, we’ll be back by 5pm. We need at least 15 people to play, so invite a friend! Cost $25, 
includes paint, bring extra $$ for extra paint. Put $$ in Judy’s box in the office, or give directly to Beth 
Hoekman (intern). Sign up and pay by 9/14.

Team 78 Youth Group:
Church School begins September 7 at 10amin the youth room. Come to learn more about how “to 
live” means “to worship.”

First youth group of the season is Sunday, 9/14, from 6-8pm in the youth room!

Help out at the Mobile Food Pantry on Saturday, 9/13, at the community center in Camelot Woods. 
Arrive at 9:30am; we’ll be done by 11am.

Sign up for PAINTBALL on the youth room door. We’ll play on Saturday, 9/20, in Hastings. Meet at 
church at noon, we’ll be back by 5pm. We need at least 15 people to play, so invite a friend! Cost $25, 
includes paint, bring extra $$ for extra paint. Put $$ in Judy’s box in the office, or give directly to Beth 
Hoekman (intern). Sign up and pay by 9/14.

Starting September 10, the youth room will be open each Wednesday night (as long as other programs 
are scheduled). Come for a meal, then hang out in the youth room for games, movies, fellowship, 
discussions…Q&A at 7:00pm. Sign up for dinner at the welcome counter. Questions? See Rev. Brion 
Brooks.



Coming Fellowship and Education Events
Starting on September 15th, Church of the Servant will once again offer the 7 week Marriage Course. 
The Marriage Course is a very practical course, giving married couples the tools to build strong and 
healthy marriages that last a lifetime. Over seven Monday evenings, couples will talk about important 
issues that can get missed in the rush of daily life.

Topics covered include: recognizing each other’s needs, learning to communicate well, resolving conflict, 
healing past hurt, knowing how to make each other feel loved, relating to parents and in-laws, good sex, 
making time for each other and having fun together. Privacy as a couple is always respected. There is 
no group discussion and no requirement to disclose anything about your relationship to anyone 
else.

What’s involved? The first evening, September 15th, we will begin at 6:30pm with a candlelit meal as a 
group. The following 6 gatherings will start at 7pm and dessert only will be served. Those dates are: 
Mondays, September 22, 29, October 6, 20, November 3 and 17.  Throughout The Marriage Course your 
hosts will be Susan and John Lichtenberg, Mary and Ron Peterson and occasionally, Janice and Tom 
McWhertor. 

How can I sign up? Look for the signup sheet at the Welcome Counter in the café area. The cost of $30 
per couple will cover the cost of the materials as well as dinners and desserts.

Want to learn more before you sign up? You are invited to contact any of the six leaders (Lichtenbergs, 
Petersons or McWhertors) to find out more.

Calendar of activities for the week:
Monday, August 25

Dunamis discussion group (lesson #9), 2-3:15pm, youth room 
New Elder Orientation, 7:00-9:00pm, living room

Tuesday, August 26
Dunamis discussion group (lesson #9), 7:30-8:45pm, youth room

Wednesday, August 27
Household Nurturing Committee, 7:00-8:30pm, living room

Thursday, August 28

Friday, August 29
Friday morning women’s study group, 9:30-11:30am, youth room; childcare available
Prayer meeting, 10-11:30am, library; everyone welcome

Saturday, August 30
Men’s Bible Study, 8:00-9:30am, café

Sunday, August 31
Services at 8:30 & 11:00am  (No evening service in our building)
Dunamis video lesson #10, 10:00am, youth room
Land Stewardship Committee, 10:00am, location TBA



Thank you to those serving today, Sunday, August 24:
Coffee (10:00):  Ted & Penny Mauger, Mark & Carol Muller, Aaron & Rebekah Muller

Communion:    8:30  Louis & Jean Tamminga   11:00  Roy & Ellen Anker

Nursery:    8:30  Jolene Vos-Camy, Brian & Becky Staggs, Ken & Kristen Verhulst
11:00  Roy & Ellen Anker, Jeff & Kathy Lambert, Sue Lockwood
6:00 Brian & Sherry Leahy

Counters: 8:30  Fred Conover, John Sebestyen
           11:00  Nancy DeYoung, Eric Bartels

6:00  Tom Vander Molen, David Van Baak

Council Representatives:     8:30  Mark Muller   11:00 Steve Ten Elshof

Child Blessers:   8:30 Harry Knol, Jon Vandervelde   11:00 Mary Doezema, David Boersma

Summer Enrichment:        8:30        11:00
LL Purple Tracey Gebbia, Maria Wolterstorff    Heather Koole, Mia Scharnowski
LL Red Mia Rienstra, Grace Van Scoyk Steve Staggs, Jennifer Van Dyke
Yellow Darlene Lenters, Kate Clark Holly & Isaac Boonstra,Karen De Loof
Blue Amy Sebestyen, Reid Yonkers Holly & Isaac Boonstra,Karen De Loof

Reminders for those serving next Sunday, August 31:
Coffee (10:00):  Ted & Penny Mauger, C Plantinga & C Kok, Harry & Pam Plantinga

Communion:    8:30  Ben Tamminga   11:00  Pat & Barb Bailey

Nursery:    8:30  Chris & Dawn Boer, Doug & Lori Eizenga, John & Amy Sebestyen
11:00  David & Margaret Bratt, Steve & Nancy Mulder, Ron & Mary Peterson
6:00  No service in our building

Counters: 8:30  Fred Conover, John Sebestyen
           11:00  Nancy DeYoung, Eric Bartels

6:00  No service in our building

Council Representatives:     8:30  Jon Vandervelde    11:00 Melissa Lantinga

Child Blessers:   8:30 Duane Heeringa, Darwin Glassford   11:00 Kevin Spoelma, Paul Harper

Summer Enrichment:        8:30        11:00
LL Purple Ross & Rita Buitendorp    Heather Koole, Lia Gelder
LL Red Mia Rienstra, L. Van Lopik, H. Koole Audrey Van Oene & Zeke Kooyer
Yellow Andrea Kort, Lydia Plescher Holly & Isaac Boonstra, Jonathan Gigler
Blue Sandy & David Swartzentruber Holly & Isaac Boonstra, Jonathan Gigler



Requested Announcements
People of faith and the community at largeare invited to experience “Wedding with Death”, a riveting 
film by award-winning legendary European director, Mykola Maschenko. The film tells the true story of a 
Ukrainian pastor who leads his 21 parishioners into the forest to secretly marry a young couple. When 
they accidentally–and illegally–witness a KGB execution of five innocent prisoners, will the newly 
commissioned KGB lieutenant obey his conscience, or his commander? The film will be shown on 
Sunday, August 24, 2008 at 7 p.m. (appetizers & refreshments served at 6:15 p.m.) at Celebration! 
Cinema South, 1506 Eastport Drive SE, Grand Rapids MI 49508 (check www.celebrationcinema.com for 
directions). Tickets will cost $10. RSVP to (616) 634- 8171 or RSVP@WeddingWithDeathMovie.com.

Financial Peace,a 13-week class, will be held at Heritage CRC (3089 84th Street SW, Byron Center) 
starting on Tues, Sept 16. If you are interested in attending, please contact Jane Oosterman at 878-1512 
by Sept 7.

Everyone Invited!  Grand Rapids Christian Schools is pleased to announce the opening of the Quest 
Center, the new gymnasium and fitness facility, located on the campus of Grand Rapids Christian High 
School, 2300 Plymouth SE.  We will be celebrating this opening with two free events which are open to 
the public. On Friday, September 5at 8:30 a.m., veterans and their families are invited to join us for the 
dedication of the new Veterans Memorial flagpole. To RSVP, contact Lisa Schra at (616) 574-6310 or 
lschra@grcs.org.  On Saturday, September 6,the Quest Center will have an Open House from 3-5 p.m.  
The dedication ceremony, followed by the Extreme Acrodunk, will take place at 5:00 p.m. For more 
information, go to www.grcs.org.

New2You Shoppe: the thrift store that benefits the Grand Rapids Christian School parents with 
tuition reduction, is rejoicing in reducing tuition by $1,000,000 in four short years. New2You is a great 
place to shop for back-to-school. Whether it is grade school to college, New2You has the items you need. 
Great furniture, quality clothes and everything needed to outfit dorms or apartments. Delivery and pick up 
available. 2929 29th St SE, Kentwood; 942-2929.

Knitters & Crocheters Wanted! Are you willing to make slippers for the Senior Meals Food Pantry 
holiday boxes for this November?  About 400 of them are needed.  If you’re interested, please contact
Danielle Simmons (Pantry Manager), Senior Meals Food Pantry, 364-1104 or 
dsimmons@seniormealsonwheels.org.

Victorian Tea Party—-Ladies: Treat yourself to a Victorian Tea Partyand Vintage Fashion Show to 
be held Tuesday, September 16, at 6:00pm at Shawnee Park CRC, 2255 Tecumseh Dr. SE, Grand Rapids 
49506 (located behind Grand Rapids Christian High School). Invite family and friends for a fun-filled 
evening to experience special cuisine and entertainment. The proceeds will benefit Shawnee’s Christian 
Education fund. Cost is $20 for adult and $10 for children under 16. Call Shawnee’s office at 452-6971 
for reservations.


