
Bulletin for Sunday, May 18, 2008

Worship Services
8:30 & 11:00AM 6:00PM

May 18 Living Wet The Rhythm of Creation
Matthew 3:13-17 Genesis 1:1-2:3
Rev. Jana Vander Laan Rev. Brion Brooks

May 25 Rev. Brion Brooks Service at Shawnee Park CRC

Intercessory prayers this morning will be led by Darwin Glassford at 8:30 and 11:00; you can meet him in the chapel just 
before the services with your prayer requests.  Scripture readers are Jolene Vos-Camy and Julien Camy (8:30), and Elaine 
Hoekstra and Jonathan Laughlin (11:00).  Our liturgist is Brion Brooks at both services.  The Council presiders are Beth 
Lantinga (8:30) and Steve Ten Elshof (11:00).  

Today we are privileged to witness the profession of faith of Joshlyn Litzenberger; she will also receive the sacrament of 
baptism.  We praise God for His work in Joshlyn’s life.

We invite members and friends to participate in the worship services by reading Scripture and offering the intercessory 
prayer.  You may sign up to participate at the welcome counter in the café area. During Pentecost season (now throughout 
the summer), we will have the Scripture passage each Sunday read in English and another language.  We particularly ask 
those whose native language is not English to sign up.

You can listen to sermons from our website (www.churchoftheservantcrc.org).  MP3s of last Sunday evening’s Pentecost 
testimonies and the adult education series ending today, Three Decades of Worship at Church of the Servant, are also 
available on our website. 

News of Our Church Family  
We share the joy of Dave & Deb Gritter in the marriage of their daughter Adrienne Gritter to Kyle Faasse on Saturday, 
May 10.  We pray God’s richest blessings on Adrienne and Kyle in their new life together.  

Our prayers are with Bud & Ruth Bouma and family in the death of Bud’s father. Hessel Bouma Jr, age 89, passed 
away on Saturday, May 10.  They are grateful that he is now with the Lord.  [Parish 10]

We extend our sympathy to Linnea Reuterdahl in the loss of her mother.  Minnie Reuterdahl, age 93, of Spring Lake, 
died on Thursday, May 15, after a long illness.  We pray that Linnea may experience the Lord’s comfort and grace at this 
time.  [Parish 10]

Rich Rienstra continues to receive treatment at Kent Community Long-Term Acute Care Hospital.  He and Carol are 
thankful for the many expressions of care they have received from the church since April 9 when Rich was hospitalized for 
discitis and staph infection.  [Parish 6]

“Dear COS members and staff, thank you for your prayers and your many expressions of encouragement while I was ill 
with pneumonia.  Gratefully, Dorothy Otte”  [Parish 1]

Lois Nordling had shoulder replacement surgery earlier this month, and is at home now, recuperating.  She is very 
restricted at this point in what she can do, and anticipates months of recovery and rehab to regain the use and strength of 
that shoulder and arm.  She expressed thanks for the prayers, meals, and other forms of encouragement she and Bob have 
received.  [Parish 10]  

A Celebration of Jack’s 25 years at Church of the Servant!  Jack and Carol Roeda, Mark, Amy and Paul, came to COS 
in May, 1983. We are planning a tribute of Jack’s 25 years of service on Sunday evening, June 15, from 5-8pm. See the 
details in today’s bulletin insert, and mark it on your calendar now!

Jack Roeda is out of town from May 15-May 30.  If you have a pastoral concern during that time, please contact Naji 
Umran or one of our resident pastors, Brion Brooks, Jana Vander Laan, or Jessica Bratt, or your parish elders.  



Happening Today
This morning, 10:00-10:45, coffee and juice are served in the café, just east of the main entrance doors.  Juice is served 
after the second service.

This is the last week of church school classes during the 10:00 hour for children pre-school through high school.  
Beginning next Sunday, Memorial Day weekend, we move into our “summer mode” with ordinarily no education classes or 
childcare between the morning services. 

Adult education offerings this morning: Faith and Public Policy (#10 of 10), in fellowship room #5.  This class with 
Steve Monsma focuses on how we as Christians should view and evaluate today’s public policy questions and 
controversies.  The topic of this Sunday’s class is the war on terrorism.
Three Decades of Worship at Church of the Servant (#3 of 3) in fellowship room #4.  Join minister of worship Greg 
Scheer in exploring the history and future of Church of the Servant’s worship through a series of interviews.  Today some 
of our newer members will discuss the growing diversity and future of Church of the Servant.

Mobile food pantry volunteer information and training (repeat of last week’s class): An information and training 
session for mobile food pantry volunteers is offered today at 10:00am in the church living room.  Both current and 
prospective volunteers are encouraged to attend. We’ll make the session entertaining and informative for anyone interested 
in how this program works or in making it work better.
The mobile food pantry is ordinarily held two Saturday mornings each month at the Camelot Woods Community Center.  
Most volunteers work from about 9:30 to 11:00 unloading the truck from Second Harvest Gleaners, repackaging food as 
necessary, and handing out almost 4 tons of fresh produce, dairy, and packaged foods to over 100 neighbor families. 
Volunteers of all ages can make a real contribution.

The final iBelieve class meets today from 10:00-10:45am in the youth room. This class is for middle & high school 
students through adults.  Come for great discussion and donuts.

Centering prayer and lectio divina, 10:10-10:45am in the chapel (NE sanctuary corner). 

Coffee with New Folk:  We’d like to visit with people who are newer to Church of the Servant.  After the morning 
services, come have some coffee and cookies with a friendly church member.  Look for the specially marked table in the 
café area.

Are you sensing a difference in the air in worship this morning? You should! Today is the day that our COS 2nd graders 
transition from leaving to attend Children’s Worship to remaining with the rest of us in the sanctuary to worship for the 
entire time. They will be sitting with their parents and other family members in rows near the piano today. They received 
the gift of a Bible from YOU, their church family, right before worship began. Many of them recently attended two special 
Sunday classes and the Worship Workshop yesterday.  Please welcome them on this special day!

Council News
In the first four months of 2008, giving to COS came to $381,470, or 87.7%  of the budgeted amount. Our expenses were 
$444,841, or 100.6% of the budgeted amount. The deficit of $59,843 is similar to previous years, but this year our balance 
is lower than last year. As summer approaches, the Finance Committee urges us to remember COS during our times away. 
Your continued support is needed. 

Offerings from May 11, 2008:
General Fund—$32,508.12; Youth Mission Trip—$200.00; Benevolence—$100.00; 
Food Pantry—$90.00; ESL—$87.00; Christians for Prisoners—$50.00

Benevolence Update  Thanks to many generous gifts, our benevolence ministry is constantly helping individuals in our 
own congregation and in our neighborhood get through difficult times of transition.  If you know someone or are someone 
who could use a little short-term help, or would like to know of other local resources to tap into, please contact Naji Umran, 
our Minister of Outreach (956-7611x25 or naji@coscrc.org).

Coming Fellowship & Education Opportunities
Fundraiser Auction for high school mission trip to Mexico this Wednesday, May 21!  If you haven’t already dropped 
off your donated items, please do so today! Remember to include with the item what you would like for the starting bid. 
Silent auction is at 7pm; live auction is at 8pm.  Enjoy fellowship and bidding, and support the Mexico group!

GROW Camping Trip June 20-22! We are going to White River Campground in Montague, Michigan.  Stay the whole 
time or just come out and visit for a day if you can.  GROW will provide food. To stay is $9 a night.  We will also be 
tubing, canoeing, or kayaking, so bring extra money for that. Contact Jessica Bratt to RSVP - jessica.bratt@gmail.com. See 
you there!



Would you like to grow in your experience of the person and work of the Holy Spirit?  Consider attending the 
Dunamis Introductory Presentation on May 25, at 10am, in fellowship room 3.  Dunamis is a 10-week biblically-based 
course focused on understanding and experiencing the Holy Spirit so that we are better equipped to serve in God’s 
Kingdom and be witnesses to Jesus Christ. It was developed in the Reformed tradition, draws on first-hand experience, and 
is refreshingly non-conformist in its recognition that God is able to do abundantly more than our minds or our culture has 
come to expect, even in the 21st century! If you can’t make it to the introduction, but your interest is piqued, consider 
joining us this summer or fall. For more information, contact Naji Umran, Minister of Outreach (956-7611x25).

Please continue to pray for the Burmese who were worst affected by last week’s typhoon in Myanmar. Thankfully for the 
many Burmese refugees COS has helped sponsor over the past year, this disaster has not touched the area where their 
families are located. If caring for refugees and showing solidarity with the plights of those who are far off and who are near 
is something that God has put on your heart, then please join us on June 22 for our annual World Refugee Sunday 
evening celebration. The international potluck dinner begins at 5pm, with the service scheduled at 6pm.

Ways to Be Involved & to Serve
Liturgical Dance - We welcome anyone age 5 and up to join us for Pentecost season.  We will begin dancing "Holy, Holy, 
Holy" next Sunday, May 25, and a rehearsal will be held this Saturday, May 24, at 9AM. New members welcome!  Any 
questions?  Contact Julie Yonkers at julie.yonkers@sbcglobal.net or 241-4221.

Visual Artists:  Do you have artwork that can help us develop a deeper awareness of the meaning of the Pentecost 
liturgical season?  We’re looking for such artwork to hang (or in the case of sculpture set) in the southwest wall recess 
(former kitchen pass-through window).  Please contact Ellen Vander Mey (676-3087) for details or bring your work to the 
church office.  Each piece will be displayed according to the number of offerings received.

Actors! Actresses! Here’s an opportunity of service for you!  June 14, during the Splish Splash Barbecue Bash, you 
could be a star in our COS dramatic presentation, “You’ve Got a Friend Across the Street.”  This fun, fast-paced skit will 
be presented at around 1:45pm on that Saturday on the Camelot Park basketball court.  You’ll get the script ahead of time, 
no need to memorize your lines, Jan De Vos will help with props, and we’ll have a quick rehearsal at 12:30 on June 14.  
Get ready to laugh!  Is this opportunity calling your name?  Then call Jan, 956-7611, ext. 23.

Food Pantry News – Every month Church of the Servant’s in-house-pantry serves dozens of individuals and families with 
food, clothing, and household items. Recently, we received a couple of unexpected food gifts that we want to highlight:  
Plymouth Heights CRC held a food-drive for our pantry, and blessed us with 10 bags of food! And, in lieu of receiving 
presents at their child’s birthday party, a member of our church requested that guests bring canned goods to be donated to 
help those in need! We praise God for his Holy Spirit’s work among us, transforming Christians everywhere more and 
more into the servant-image of his son.

Summer Sundays Leaders and Teachers still needed  (We’ve got LOTS of students!) Just a few more prime openings in 
our Summer Enrichment volunteer line up: during 8:30 worship we still need 4 leaders and 1 assistant; during 11:00 
worship we still need 3 leaders and 5 assistants.  Please talk to Jan De Vos right away if you can help.  Our 
organizing/training night is Tuesday, May 27, at 6:30pm—that’s right around the corner!!!  

You can still help us congratulate our high school graduates!  Visit the welcome counter in the fellowship area to sign 
up for remaining highlighted items to add to the high school seniors’ graduation baskets. Drop off items by Sunday, May 
25. Presentation to graduates will be after the services on June 1st. 

COOKIES! COOKIES!  To celebrate our middle & high school graduates on June 1, we ask that members with last 
names beginning A - M, bring two dozen cookies (homemade or purchased) for the 10:00am coffee/education hour.  Bring 
them to the church kitchen anytime before June 1, but please mark clearly for Graduation Coffee.

UGLY MUG Coffee will be reordered as soon as Judy Ko receives requests for 100 items (100 items means free 
shipping, otherwise, shipping costs are astronomical). Please call or email Judy with your order, or fill out the order form at 
the welcome counter. Payment must be received at time of order—please find Judy or put your payment in her mailbox. 
Cash and checks accepted. Checks must be made out to COS. Please consider ordering ASAP to minimize wait time.

Youth News  
High School and Team 78:
King’s Island registration and deposit DUE TODAY! See Judy Ko with questions. Final iBelieve class today in the 
youth room at 10:00am. Come for great discussion and donuts!
Our last youth group for the year is TONIGHT! 6-8pm in the youth room; parents and siblings are invited too! Come 
for an open house/grill out and enjoy food, fellowship, and fun! Come when you can, leave when you need to!
June 14 is the Splish Splash BBQ Bash! Plan on helping out!



Calendar of activities for this week:
Monday, May 19:

Education Committee, 5:00pm, living room
Tuesday, May 20:

ESL class, 6-8pm, room #19 & other various locations around the building
Men’s softball game (Nick’s team), 6:30pm, Field 1 at Rec Center, vs. Covenant B

Wednesday, May 21:
Administrative Committee, 5:00pm, living room
Companions in Christ, 6:30-9:00pm, chapel
Youth Group AUCTION FUNDRAISER, café, beginning 7:00pm

Thursday, May 22:
ESL class, 6-8pm, room #19 & other various locations around the building
Pilates class, 7:15pm, fellowship room #5

Friday, May 23:
Sr High Youth prayer breakfast, 6:30am, Wolfgang’s Restaurant (1530 Wealthy SE)
Friday morning women’s study group, 9:30-11:30am, youth room; childcare available
Prayer Meeting, 10-11:30am, library; everyone welcome

Saturday, May 24:
Men’s Bible Study, 8:00-9:30am, café
Liturgical Dance Rehearsal, 9:00am, sanctuary

Thank you to those serving today, Sunday, May 18:
Coffee (10:00hour):  Dave & Barb Doorlag, Sara & Mark Christner
Juice  (after 11am service):  Jane Hofstra & Norm Browe

Communion:    8:30  Ron & Deb Rienstra    11:00 Vern & Lorilyn Wiering

Nursery:    8:30  Mark Muyskens, Dianne Shapiro, Matt & Dawn Plescher, R&R  Buitendorp
         10:00  Heidi DeYoung, Nina Buntin

11:00  Pat & Barb Bailey, Jonathan & Rachel Laughlin, Corey & Brynne Roberts
6:00  Laurie & Barry Lemmen

Counters: 8:30am  Nick Karanicola & Bob Fortner
           11:00am  Chuck Ippel/Nancy DeYoung & Eric Bartels
           6:00pm  Tom Vander Molen & David Van Baak

Council Representatives:     8:30  Beth Lantinga   11:00  Steve Ten Elshof

Child Blessers:   8:30 Jon Vandervelde, John Sebestyen  11:00  David Bratt, Rick Treur

Children’s Worship:        8:30        11:00
[Lessons:   Little Lambs: The Biggest Gift; C.W: The Good Shepherd & the Lord’s Supper]

LL Purple Anne & Elizabeth Schaefer    Mugs Mast, Yuko Yamaura
LL Red Judy & Kelise Vriesema Jennifer VanDyke, Rachel Laughlin
CW Yellow  Sherri Leahy, Darlene Lenters Holly Boonstra, Mia Scharnowski
CW Blue       Stephanie Gerdes, Reed Yonkers Rhonda Mejeur, Jestina Tucker

Reminders for those serving us on Sunday, May 25:
Coffee (10:00hour):  Jeremy & Sheri Cunningham, David Diephouse, Dick DeYoung

Communion:    8:30  Rich & Carol Rienstra    11:00 Betsy Van Goor

Nursery:    8:30  David & Donna Muyskens, Dale & Marcia Cooper, Heidi Erwood
11:00  S Steen & J VanOene, N DeYoung & J van der Laan, Darlene Meyering
6:00  No service in our building; combined worship at Shawnee Park CRC

Counters: 8:30am  Nick Karanicola & Bob Fortner
           11:00am  Chuck Ippel/Nancy DeYoung & Eric Bartels
           6:00pm  No service in our building; combined worship at Shawnee Park CRC

Council Representatives:     8:30  Harry Knol   11:00  Lois Nordling

Child Blessers:   8:30 Amy Hackert, Hope Bradley  11:00  Holly Boonstra, Nancy Van Noord

Children’s Worship:        8:30        11:00
[Lessons:   Little Lambs: A Neighbor Helps; C.W: The Good Shepherd & the Lord’s Supper (2)]

LL Purple Carolyn McCarthy, Andrea Kort    Stephanie Sackett, Ruth Spagnuolo
LL Red Ross & Rita Buitendorp Julie Stinton, Mary Zuidema
CW Yellow  Sherri Leahy, Anna Plantinga Holly Boonstra, Madeleine Wiering
CW Blue       Stephanie Gerdes, Sarina Moore Rhonda Mejeur, Sam Mindes


