
Bulletin for May 11, 2008

Worship Services
8:30 & 11:00AM 6:00PM

May 11 Living Stones Service of Testimonies
Pentecost Sunday Acts 2:1-13; I Peter 2:4-8 Nancy Van Noord,

Rev. Jack Roeda Beth Lantinga, Naji Umran

May 18 Rev. Jana Vander Laan Rev. Brion Brooks

Intercessory prayers this morning will be led by Jack Roeda at 8:30 and 11:00; you can meet him in the chapel just 
before the services with your prayer requests.  Scripture readers are Peggy Milliken and Elaina Huang (8:30) and Yuzo & 
Yuli Adhinarta (11:00). Our liturgists are Jessica Bratt (8:30) and Brion Brooks (11:00).  Council representatives are Paul 
DeVries (8:30) and Lori Staggs (11:00).  

This morning we are privileged to witness the sacrament of baptism: 
at 8:30—Ransom Joseph Brummel Rathbun, son of Joe & Di Rathbun 
at 8:30—Emma Grace VanLier, daughter of Ed & Julie VanLier
at 11:00—Reid Daniel Grinwis, son of Brandan & Nicole Grinwis

Three of our young people will be making profession of faith this morning.
8:30:  Jacob Rienstra; 11:00: Kevin Harris and Sarah Vander Molen. We praise God for the working of the Holy Spirit in 
their lives.

Today is a Family Communion Sunday; our children in Little Lambs and Children’s Worship groups will return to the 
service after the sermon.  They are invited to stand in the communion circle with their parent(s). If they have not attended 
the pre-communion class with Jack Roeda, they will receive a spoken blessing from a council member.

At this evening’s service of testimonies, three of our members will reflect on the theme of Pentecost.  Nancy Van Noord, 
Beth Lantinga, and Naji Umran will share how they have experienced the person and work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  
Please join us!

The elders will be meeting today with one of our young adults. Joshlyn Litzenberger has expressed her desire to receive 
the sacrament of baptism.  We anticipate that will take place next Sunday morning, May 18. We praise God for His work in 
Joshlyn’s life.

We invite members and friends to participate in the worship services by reading Scripture and offering the intercessory 
prayer.  You may sign up to participate at the welcome counter in the café area.  During Pentecost season, May 11 through 
the summer, we encourage one Scripture passage each Sunday to be read in a language other than English.  We particularly 
ask those whose native language is not English to sign up.

You can listen to the sermon from our website. Both morning and evening sermons are posted there each week 
(www.churchoftheservantcrc.org).  On the welcome page look for the heading “Sermon Resources” and click on the title of 
the sermon you wish to hear. 

News of Our Church Family  
Our best wishes and congratulations to Rachel Meyering and Louis Najar, who were united in marriage at Church of 
the Servant on Saturday, May 10.  May God bless them richly in this new chapter of their lives.  [Parish 10]

A Celebration of Jack’s 25 years at Church of the Servant!  Jack and Carol Roeda, Mark, Amy and Paul, came to COS 
in May, 1983. We are planning a tribute of Jack’s    25 years of service on Sunday evening, June 15, from 5-8pm. Mark 
your calendars—this will be a wonderful celebration!

“This summer we will spend visiting our families in Indonesia (both in Jakarta and Surabaya) and doing some 
ministries while we're away from Grand Rapids. Yuzo will preach in some Indonesian churches and will teach an intensive 
course at Reformed Evangelical Seminary Indonesia in Jakarta from July 28-Aug 6. He will also lead some seminars and a 
conference in Indonesia as well as in Australia.  Yuli will do some observing at schools that will help her get in touch with 
the educational contexts in Indonesia as she is doing her M.Ed. program here at Calvin College. Jason will also meet and 
get more acquainted with his larger family and friends, the children of God at the other side of the world.   Here are some 
things that we’d like you to pray for us:
—Please pray for our spiritual and physical health so that we might not fall into temptation during this spiritual battle 
proclaiming God's Word and truth.



—Please pray also for our visa renewal application so that we can re-enter the U.S. and be part of the COS community 
again.
—We covet the prayers of all COS friends that God will always keep us in his loving hands so that as a family we might 
witness to God's glory and grace and be a blessing to those whom we will meet during the trip (some of our families are not 
believers yet). 
We will also pray for you and our church summer activities, that God may use us and all summer events to bring him glory 
and draw more people to come to know God.     Blessings,  Yuzo, Yuli, & Jason Adhinarta”

Happening Today
This morning we give thanks to the Lord for our college graduates and post-college graduates. This is a milestone to 
celebrate and we thank God for guiding you toward this important moment.

During the education and coffee hour today, 10:00-10:45am, there are church school classes for children age 4/5 
(entering K Sept 2008) through high school, and adult education offerings (see below), with locations posted throughout the 
building.  Coffee and juice are served in the café, just east of the main entrance doors.

Adult education offerings this morning: Faith and Public Policy (#9 of 10), in fellowship room #5.  This class with 
Steve Monsma will focus on how we as Christians should view and evaluate today’s public policy questions and 
controversies.  This week the class will be discussing the challenges of HIV/AIDS and poverty facing Africa, and next 
week the class will be discussing the war on terror.
Three Decades of Worship at Church of the Servant (#2 of 3) in fellowship room #4.  Join minister of worship Greg 
Scheer as he explores the history and future of Church of the Servant’s worship through a series of interviews.  Today John 
Witvliet and others will give views on the middle years – the church’s growth and move to our current location, and the 
impact it has had on our worship. 

Mobile food pantry volunteer information and training:  An information and training session for mobile food pantry 
volunteers will be offered today and next Sunday, at 10:00am in the church living room.  Both current and prospective 
volunteers are encouraged to attend. We’ll make the session entertaining and informative for anyone interested in how this 
program works or in making it work better.
The mobile food pantry is ordinarily held two Saturday mornings each month at the Camelot Woods Community Center.  
Most volunteers work from about 9:30 to 11:00 unloading the truck from Second Harvest Gleaners, repackaging food as 
necessary, and handing out almost 4 tons of fresh produce, dairy, and packaged foods to over 100 neighbor families. 
Volunteers of all ages can make a real contribution.

The iBelieve class meets today from 10:00-10:45am in the youth room.  This class is for middle & high school students 
through adults.  Come for great discussion and donuts.

Centering prayer and lectio divina, 10:10-10:45am in the chapel (NE sanctuary corner). 

Coffee with New Folk:  We’d like to visit with people who are newer to Church of the Servant.  After the morning 
services, come have some coffee and cookies with Amy Heeringa (10:00 hour) or Christine Wassenaar (after 11:00 
service). Look for the specially marked table in the café area.

Special time for 2nd graders: Today the  2nd graders will leave the worship space during the Children’s Processional as 
usual, but instead of going to the regular Children’s Worship room, they will attend a special worship transition class led by 
Jan De Vos. On Saturday, May 17, 2nd graders and their parents are invited to the Worship Workshop at 10am held in the 
COS worship space. On May 18, during worship, our COS 2nd graders will receive a Bible as a gift from their COS church 
family. Questions? Call Jan De Vos, 956-7611x23. 

Council News
The Council met on Thursday, May 1, and at that meeting, 
—Elected Beth Lantinga as Council President to succeed Rich van Houten, beginning in September; 

—Agreed to act as the calling church for Rich Rienstra in Grand Rapids Classis East to serve a Christian Reformed 
Home Mission church plant, a prison congregation in Ionia; 
—Approved a list of nominees for elders and deacons, with letters of invitation going out in the first half of May and 
Elections for new members June 8; 
—Discussed the draft Strategic Plan, "A Place to Grow", deciding to seek a more focused vision for the plan, and resume 
consideration in July; and 
—Heard a special report on the Parish Nurse ministry.



In the first four months of 2008, giving to COS came to $381,470, or 87.7%  of the budgeted amount. Our expenses were 
$444,841, or 100.6% of the budgeted amount. The deficit of $59,843 is similar to previous years, but this year our balance 
is lower than last year. As summer approaches, the Finance Committee urges us to remember COS during our times away. 
Your continued support is needed. 

Offerings from May 4, 2008:
General Fund—$20,967.45; Coit Church—$600.00; Youth Mission Trip—$210.00; 
Food Pantry—$160.00; Sierra Leone—$150.00; ESL Library—$100.00

Coming Fellowship & Education Opportunities
Knitters’ Night Out on Monday, May 12, has been cancelled.  The next gathering will likely be in September.  Watch 
for a bulletin announcement in August. 

A Pilates class is offered Thursday evenings at 7:15.  This class is taught by Kendra Bylsma, and the cost is $5/person 
per class.  Come join us any Thursday it works for you!

Ways to Be Involved & to Serve
COOKIES!  COOKIES!  June 1 we will recognize our middle & high school graduates.  Members with last names 
beginning A - M, please bring two dozen cookies (homemade or purchased) for the 10:00am coffee/education hour.  Drop 
them off in the church kitchen anytime before June 1; please mark clearly:  Graduation Coffee.

Liturgical Dance - We welcome anyone age 5 and up to join us for Pentecost season.  We will begin dancing "Holy, Holy, 
Holy" on May 25, and rehearsals will be held Thursday, May 15, at 7PM and Saturday, May 24, at 9AM.  New members 
welcome!  Any questions?  Contact Julie Yonkers at julie.yonkers@sbcglobal.net or 241-4221.

It’s coming! This year’s Splish Splash Bar-B-Q Bash happens five Saturdays from today (June 14, 10:30am-2:30pm). 
It’s a wonderful opportunity for our whole church to come out and serve our neighbors in the fun and playful environment 
of Camelot Park. We’ll be serving up our FAMOUS grilled chicken and meats, enjoying all kinds of water-games, and 
introducing ourselves and Church of the Servant’s many ministries to our neighborhood. Please put the date on your 
calendar today, sign up at the café area if you can either come, volunteer (a 2-hour commitment, pick a time or a job that 
suits you) or help out with preparations the week before. Please also pray for good weather. Questions? Contact Naji 
Umran, Minister of Outreach (naji@coscrc.org or 956-7611x25).

Help! We have some, but need more Summer Sunday help!  Can you give three or four Sundays of service for our little 
ones this summer? On Summer Sundays, for both 8:30 & 11:00am we need leaders/assistants in Summer Enrichment. You 
can volunteer for teamwork with Little Lambs, preschool/Kindergarten, or 1st grade. All lesson plans and most materials are 
provided. Organizing is scheduled for Tuesday, May 27 at 6:30pm. Call Jan De Vos and volunteer: 956-7611, ext. 23.

Fundraiser Auction for the high school mission trip to Mexico is on May 21! If you haven’t already done so, please 
contact Judy Ko to let her know which items you’re willing to donate to be auctioned off!

Help us congratulate our high school graduates!  There are a few more items to sign up for! Please take a moment after 
the service to visit the welcome table in the fellowship area to sign up for any items to add to the high school seniors’ 
graduation baskets. These items need to be dropped off at the church office no later than Sunday, May 25, and will then be 
presented to the graduates after the services on June 1st. 

UGLY MUG Coffee will be reordered as soon as Judy Ko receives requests for 100 items (100 items means free 
shipping, otherwise, shipping costs are astronomical). Please call or email Judy with your order, or fill out the order form at 
the welcome counter. Payment must be received at time of order—please find Judy or put your payment in her mailbox. 
Cash and checks accepted. Checks must be made out to COS. Please consider ordering ASAP to minimize wait time.

Youth News  
High School:
iBelieve class this morning in the youth room at 10:00. Come for great discussion and donuts!
The last youth group at the beach for tonight has been cancelled due to unpredictable weather. Plan on coming to the 
youth room next Sunday night between 6 and 8pm for a grill out and open house! Parents and siblings are invited!
June 14 is the Splish Splash BBQ Bash! Plan on helping out!

Team 78:
iBelieve class this morning in the youth room at 10:00. Come for great discussion and donuts!
Last Team 78 is May 18!  The weather this time of year has proven unpredictable, so plan on coming to the youth room 
from between 6 and 8pm for a grill out and open house! Parents and siblings are invited!
June 14 is the Splish Splash BBQ Bash! Plan on helping out!



PENTECOST LITURGICAL ART

Pentecost begins fifty days after Easter.  Church of the Servant celebrates the Pentecost season throughout the summer.  
The Pentecost colors are red and the colors of flames, indicating the Holy Spirit. 

The Pentecost fabric was painted by Shelley Smith and Virginia Wieringa.  The painted fabric swoops through the upper 
part of the sanctuary and intertwines with the Easter banner to signify how the Spirit sets our hearts afire to burn with love 
for God and our world.

Carl Huisman made the communion set.  The red stripes are symbols of Christ’s blood shed for the sin of the world.  

Carl Huisman made the processional cross.

The sanctuary is encircled by the fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23 in many different languages, to reflect the 
diversity of the church of Christ as well as our unity in the Spirit.

The artwork on our liturgy cover today was drawn by David Swartzentruber,  a 4th grader.  He drew this picture of God’s 
people of many groups and times uniting in a great family, Holy Communion.  Pentecost expects that we keep inviting 
people to the feast.  

Thank you to those serving today, Sunday, May 11:
Coffee (10:00 hour):  Cary & Mary Burch, Peter & AnnaMae Bush
Juice  (after 11am service):  Janice McWhertor

Communion:    8:30  Robert & Lisa Rozema    11:00 Jim Van Poolen & Tracey Kooy

Nursery:    8:30 ChiChi Van Dyke, Tom & Kristin Gootjes, Beth Karanicola, Deanna van Dijk
         10:00  Carole Hart, Elaine Hoekstra

11:00  Don & Kim Hettinga, Dan Slager, Aaron & Emily Kortenhoven
6:00  Tom & Janice McWhertor

Counters: 8:30  Nick Karanicola & Bob Fortner
           11:00  Chuck Ippel/Nancy DeYoung & Eric Bartels
           6:00  Tom Vander Molen & David Van Baak

Council Representatives:     8:30  Paul DeVries   11:00  Lori Staggs

Child Blessers:   8:30 Cheryl Van Til, Brenda Hoeksema  11:00  Lois Nordling, Jeanne Clemo

Children’s Worship:        8:30        11:00
[Lessons:   Little Lambs: The Woman at the Well; Children’s Worship: Pentecost]

LL Purple Tom Gootjes, Elizabeth Brayman    Bethany Schultze, John Kim
LL Red Eve Clayton, Yuli Adhinarta Grace VanderSluis, Hannah Tripp
CW Yellow  Carol Roeda, Kristen Glassford Holly Boonstra, Stephanie Sandberg
CW Blue       Kristen Zoetewey, Anna Beels Rhonda Mejeur, Josephine Tucker

Reminders for those serving us on Sunday, May 18:
Coffee (10:00hour):  Pete & Eve Clayton, Sara & Mark Christner
Juice  (after 11am service):  Jane Hofstra & Norm Browe

Communion:    8:30  Ron & Deb Rienstra    11:00 Vern & Lorilyn Wiering

Nursery:    8:30  Mark Muyskens, Dianne Shapiro, Matt & Dawn Plescher, R&R  Buitendorp
         10:00  Heidi DeYoung, Nina Buntin

11:00  Pat & Barb Bailey, Jonathan & Rachel Laughlin, Corey & Brynne Roberts
6:00  Laurie & Barry Lemmen

Counters: 8:30am  Nick Karanicola & Bob Fortner
           11:00am  Chuck Ippel/Nancy DeYoung & Eric Bartels
           6:00pm  Tom Vander Molen & David Van Baak

Council Representatives:     8:30  Beth Lantinga   11:00  Steve Ten Elshof

Child Blessers:   8:30 Jon Vandervelde, John Sebestyen  11:00  David Bratt, Rick Treur

Children’s Worship:        8:30        11:00
[Lessons:   Little Lambs: The Biggest Gift; C.W: The Good Shepherd & the Lord’s Supper]

LL Purple Anne & Elizabeth Schaefer    Mugs Mast, Yuko Yamaura
LL Red Judy & Kelise Vriesema Jennifer VanDyke, Rachel Laughlin
CW Yellow  Sherri Leahy, Darlene Lenters Holly Boonstra, Mia Scharnowski
CW Blue       Stephanie Gerdes, Reed Yonkers Rhonda Mejeur, TBA



Calendar of activities for this week:
Tuesday, May 13:

ESL class, 6-8pm, room #19 & other various locations around the building
Men’s softball game (Nick’s team), 7:20pm, Field 6 at Rec Center, vs. Hillside Community

Wednesday, May 14:
Companions in Christ, 6:30-9:00pm, chapel
Refugee Taskforce meeting, 7:00pm, living room
Finance Committee meets, McWhertor’s home, 2417 Barfield Dr SE

Thursday, May 15:
ESL class, 6-8pm, room #19 & other various locations around the building
Liturgical dance rehearsal, 7:00pm, sanctuary
Pilates class, 7:15pm, fellowship room #5

Friday, May 16:
Sr High Youth prayer breakfast, 6:30am, Wolfgang’s Restaurant (1530 Wealthy SE)
Friday morning women’s study group, 9:30-11:30am, youth room; childcare available
Companions in Christ, 9:30-11:30am, church living room
Prayer Meeting, 10-11:30am, library; everyone welcome

Saturday, May 17:
Men’s Bible Study, 8:00-9:30am, café
Worship workshop for 2nd graders and their parents, 10:00am, sanctuary  


